Annual reports of the town of Roxbury, New Hampshire 1989 for the year ending December 31, 1989. by Roxbury Town Representatives
Annual Reports




Digitized by the Internet Archive
in 2010 with funding from
Boston Library Consortium IVIember Libraries
http://www.archive.org/details/annualreportsoft1989roxb
Annual Reports




FOR THE YEAR ENDING
DECEMBER 31, 1989
FRONT COVER PHOTOGRAPH
Old Roxbury Church rebuilt in 1849.
Because of vandalism structure was intentionally burned down.
Benchesfrom the old church are used in the present Roxbury Meeting
House. Photo taken August 1 939.
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSfflRE
TOWN OF ROXBURY
Warrant
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Roxbury in the County of Cheshire in
said State, qualified to vote in Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at Roxbury Meeting House in said
Roxbury on Tuesday, the 13th of March, next at 7:00 of the clock in the
evening to act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing.
2. To raise such sums ofmoney as maybe necessary to defraytown charges
for the ensuing year and make appropriations of the same. Appropriation:
$14,150.
3. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of$3,900.00
for salaries and expenses of the Police Department.
4. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $ 1 50.00
for Town Welfare and Old Age Assistance.
5. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $250.00
for the expenses and maintenance of the Fire Department.
6. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $400.00
for the upkeep of the cemeteries.
7. To see ifthe Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to borrow money
in anticipation of taxes, and will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$ 1 200 for interest expense.
8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $100.00
for a contingency fund.
9. To see if the Town will vote to raise and* appropriate the sum of
$10,000.00 for summer and winter road maintenance.
10. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of$2 1 8.00
to support the Mental Health Service Program of Monadnock Family and
Mental Health Service.
11. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$22,048.35 for highway construction and reconstruction. Selectmen's
Comment: These funds for expenditure are designated to the Town
through the Highway Block Grant Fund. The appropriation does not affect
your tax rate, but to be properly expended, a vote is required.
12. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of$250.00
as the Town's planning expenses and it's share of expenses for the
operation of the Southwestern New Hemipshire Regional Planning
Commission. These funds to be used for financing the staff, operation
expenses, planning, studies, technical assistance, and other programs of
the Commission. These funds may be used in connection with other State
and Federal Funds available, for planning purposes.
13. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$3,784.00 to be paid for dump privileges in the Town of Marlborough and
to pay Roxbury's share of solid waste management district expense.
14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of$ 1 00.00
for emergency assistance to the Town Poor.
-6-
15. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$1,302.00 as it's fair share of stand-by costs for the use of the City of
Keene's ambulance service. i
16. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of$3500.00 to be '
put in the Capital Reserve Fund for the future revaluation of the Town.
17.To see if the Town will vote to approve the issuance ofa purchase order
by the Town of Roxbury, to allow Police ChiefEarl D. Nelson to purchase for
himself a Police Package Motor Vehicle, provided that the purchaise of this
motor vehicle by Chief Nelson shall result in no cost to the Town?
18. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Roxbury Planning Board to
review site plans, and to develope any such regulations as may be required. '
19. To transact any other business which may come before the said '
meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, the 14th day ofFebruary, in the year of i









A true copy of Warrant — Attest:
|





January 1, 1990 to December 31, 1990
BUDGET
Appropriations
PURPOSE OF APPROPRIATION 1989-90
Town Officers Salary Art.2 * 3,350.00
Town Officers Expenses Art. 2 * 2.800.00
Election and Registration Expenses Art. 2 * 250.00
Cemeteries Art. 6 400.00
General Government Buildings Art. 2 * 1,600.00
Reappraisal of Property Art. 16 (Captial Reserve) 3,000.00
Planning and Zoning SWRP Art. 12 235.00
Legal Expenses Art 2. * 1,550.00
Contingency Fund Art. 8 100.00
Public Safety
Police Department
Fire Department Art. 5
Highways, Streets fif* Bridges
Town Maintenance Art. 9
Art *1 1 Block Grant Highway
Sanitation
Solid Waste Disposal
(Art. 13(271. fif 221. fif 3292.)
Health
Health Depcirtment Art. 10
(218.00) fif Art. 15 (1,302.00)
Welfare
General Assistance Art. 14
Old Age Assistance Art. 4
Debt Service
Interest Expense

























































Total Exp. from Selectman Books less O.P. line 123 &> Tax Sale equals $55,821.
Total Appropriations 52,757.00 59,695.00 60,952.35
Less: Amount of Estimated Revenues, Exclusive of Taxes (line 133) $50,630.00
Amount of Taxes to be Raised (Exclusive of School and County Taxes) $10,322.00




Interest &> Penalties on Taxes
Intergovernmental Revenues - State
Shared Revenue - Block Grant
Highway Block Grant
Reimb. ac State-Federal Forest Land
Flood Control
Licenses and Permits
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
Dog Licenses
Business Licenses, Permits &> Filing Fees
Charges for Services
Income from Departments








Town Officer Salaries 3,660.00
j
Town Officer Expenses 2,539.00
]
Election and Registration 140.00 i
Cemeteries 400.00
j
General Government Buildings 986.00 i
Reappraisal of property See J pg 5
\
Planning and Zoning 235.00
;
Judicial and Legal Expense 1,635.00 i
Public Safety
|
Police Department 3,400.00 1
Highways, Streets, Bridges
City/town Maintenance





(portion of 88 carried to payment 89 1,644.00 I
Health






General Assistcince 1 25.00
Debt Service
Interest tax anticipation notes 1,149.00
;
Operating Transfers Out





Payments - tax anticipation notes 50,000.00
Taxes bought by city/town 2,732.00
|
Payments to other governments
j
Taxes paid to county 20,314.00
Taxes paid to school district 137,570.00
Total expenditures for all pxuposes $267,579.00
Fund balance 12/31/89 73,362.00
GRAlSfD TOTAL $340,941.00
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Residents Levy of '89
Buckley, C fif B ^ R ^ J $995.00
Buffum, Kenneth &> Carolyn 476.00
Burroughs, Robert ^ Cheryl 1,892.00
Davis, Gerald S» Rosemary 879.00
Donohue, Richard &* Doris 1 , 1 03.00
Luebkeman, Jeffrey &> K 1,570.00
Martlneau, Andre &> Richard 1,631.00
Mooney, David &* Dorothy 2,055.00
Pinheiro, Alan &> Susas 426.00
Robidoux, Lawrence &' Marcia 1,529.00
Snide, John fif Paula 986.00
Tucker, Todd fif Denise 1,366.00




James, Francis &' Barbara 300.00
O'Neill, James S» Maureen 222.00
Russell, Herbert, Sr. 403.00
Shepardson, Ester, D. ^ V. 1,259.00
Spalthoff, Harry S' Ronald 363.00
Total $18,862.00
I certify that the above lists shoviang the names and amounts due from
each delinquent taxpayer as ofDecember 31,1989 are correct to the best of




REPORT OF THE TOWN TREASURER
For the Year Ending December 31, 1989
Cash on hand January 1, 1989 $74,763.55
Received from Tax Collector:
1989 Property Tax $ 1 42.5 1 6.00
1989 Property Tax Interest 47.38
1989 Yield Tax 2.789.87
1 988 Property Tax 1 5. 1 34.42
1988 Property Tax Interest 905.84
Total received from Tax Collector $161,393.51
Received from the State of New Hzmipshire:





Total received from the State of NH $29,560.07
Received from Town Clerk:








Town Hall Rent 175.00
Subdivision Permits 81.00
Zoning Laws Sale 5.65
Town Report Sales 8.50
Boundary Line Fees 31.00
Frank Whitcomb overpayment 1 . 14 1 .56
Penalties 30.00
Current Use Applications 3.00
NH Insurance Refund 32.00
Bank Interest 1.998.86
Loan in Anticipation of Taxes 50,000.00
Misc. Receipts 24.00
Total $53.753.57
Grand Total Receipts $334,167.70
Less: Orders Paid: 267.579.20
Cash on hand, December 31, 1989 $66,588.50
Capital Reserve Fund
Cash on Hand January 1, 1989 $3,773.16





Report of Activities for 1989
The following is a list of complaints received by this department during























All other complaints 16
Deaths 1
Total Complaints 187
This year, the police depcirtment encountered a problem that, until
recently, did not exist in Town. The department received 7 complaints of
illegal dumping of trash. The trash was composed of everything from
household items to building materials. This problem is not only confined
to Roxbury. Many other Towns in the area have encountered the same
types of situations. Due to the fact that trash disposal costs have increased
dramatically in recent years, people are trying to find cheaper alternatives
than ones legally acceptable, This type of problem is very difficult to deal
with from an enforcement point of view in a small town because there are
so many isolated areas where these ativities can occur and not be
discovered for some time. In the coming year, the depcirtment will increase
patrols of the back roads at varying times in an attempt to curb these types
of problems.
Since October of 1 989, it has been brought to my attention that 1 had not
answered several calls that were given to me by Mutual Aid. This concerned
me because I carrymypagerwherever I gowhen not working at my full time
place of employment. It was just determined by technicians at Mutual Aid
that there was a problem with the new console installed this past year at
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the Dispatch Center. This problem is being worked on and should be
corrected shortly.
I want to stress again the importance of reporting crimes to the police
department. In order to better serve the Town, we coordinate the services
rendered by totaling the complaints received from the Townspeople and
then adjusting patrol assignments. Without your input we may not be
responding to your needs. Ifyou see something, report it. The procedure for
contacting the police department is listed below:
1. DIAL 352- 11 00. This is Mutual Aid Dispatch Center. These
people dispatch for all of the smaller towns in the county.
2. Ifyou cire reporting an emergency situation. STAY CALM. Be
sure to answer all questions that are asked ofyou and also offer
any information that you feel may be helpful. Give EXACT
LOCATIONS or DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS on how to get to the
problem. Bear in mind that there are no house numbers and
people responding to assist you will be guided by your
instructions only. Members of the Roxbury Police Dept. may
know you but the New Hampshire State Police may not.
3. Do not ask for a specific member ofthe Police Dept., ifyou have
a problem. In doing so will delay response to your call. The police
department is apart time department and the personyou ask for
may be unavailable. The dispatcher will get the message to the
officer you asked for eventually but you may not be contacted for
some time. If you report the incident, they will attempt to page
someone from Roxbuiy PD. If they are unable to make contact
with one of us, they will relay the call to the New Hampshire State
Police. Bear in mind however, that the State Police cover the
entire county and they hemdle calls on a priority basis.
I would like to thank the Townspeople again for their continued support
and assistance during the past year. There have been instances where
people have seen things out ofplace or suspicious and reported them. Most
of the time they say that "they do not want to bother me but I thought you
might want to know." Believe me when I say that this is no bother at all.
This is what we need to keep crime down in Roxbury.
In closing, I want the Townspeople to know that if they ever have a
problem or question, they can contact an officer anytime day or night.
Please do not hesitate to call.
Respectfully submitted.




Roxbury Board of Adjustment
The Roxbury Board of Adjustment had no meetings for the 1989yecir.
Submitted by
Sandra LaPlante, Secretary
REPORT OF THE ROAD AGENT
Summer & Winter Maintenance $9,928.95
State Hwy. Block Grant 21,602.49
Total $31,531.44
Completed general maintenance and cut brush, as well as graded town
roads. In addition the oiling of the Middle Town Road was completed.
Steve Yardley, Road Agent
REPORT OF THE SCHOOL BOARD REPRESENTATIVE
The proposed 1 990-9 1 school district budget is $ 1 2, 1 44,529. which is an
increase of 12.98% over the 1989-90 budget. Roxbury's estimated tax will
increase by $4.26 per $1000.
As usual it has been a very busy year in the Monadnock Regional School
District. The Building Committee is working on a Junior High School
Building program. The Peer Outreach Group has continued its work in the





REPORT OF THE HEALTH OFFICER
The Town of Roxbury is a seemingly healthy town. In the past year we
have had two septic systems inspected. No complaints filed.
Respectfully submitted,
Glenn White, Health Officer
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REPORT OF TOWN FOREST FIRE WARDEN
and
STATE FOREST RANGER
During calendar year 1989, the State ofNew Hampshire experienced an
average number of wildfires. The three leading causes of these wildfires
were fires kindled without a fire permit from the Forest Fire Warden,
children and debris burning fires that escaped control. All these causes are
preventable, but only with your help.
Please help your town and state forest fire officials with forest fire
prevention. By New Hampshire State Law {RSA 224:27b), "No person, firm
or corporation shall kindle or cause to be kindled any fire or bum or cause
to be burned any material, except when the ground is covered with snow,
without first obtaining a written fire permit from the Forest Fire Warden
of the town where the burning is to be done!!
Violations ofRSA 224:27 and the other burning laws of the State ofNew
Hampshire are misdemeanors punishable by fines ofup to $ 1 ,000 and/or a
year in jail and you are also liable for paying all fire suppression costs.
The State of New Hampshire, Division of Forests and Lands assisted
many towns in wildland fire suppression during 1989 including several
large fires in Allenstown, Alton, Chesterfield, Concord areas, as well as the
100 acre fire on Mt. Belknap in Gilford.
If you have any questions regarding New Hampshire forest fire
laws,please contact your local Forest Fire Warden, State Forest Ranger, or
the Division of Forests and Lands at 271-2217.
FOREST FIRE STATISTICS - 1989
STATE DISTRICT
Number of Fires 550 61
Acres Burned 554 38
TOWN
Robert Stewart Forest Ranger





During the calendar year 1989, the Planning Board met on fifteen
occasions. Two of these meetings were public hearings addressing
proposed subdivisions. One four lot subdivision and one two lot
subdivision were considered. The four lot subdivision was not approved;
the two lot subdivision was approved. Also considered was one boundary
line adjustment which was approved.
The Board also addressed our current Floodplain Development
Ordinance. Current regulations were updated by the board so they comply
with State regulations. This will be presented to the town for approval at
the annual town meeting.
Regular meetings of the Planning Board will be held on the third
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the Roxbury Meeting House:
January 17, February 21, March 21, April 18, May 16, June 20, July 18,




Thomas Benson, Selectman Representative
Dan Harrison, Secretary
Seaver Gilcrest, Jr. & Marie Clark
TOWN AUDITOR'S REPORT
This is to certify that I have examined the books for the Town ofRoxbury
for the year ending December 31, 1989.
I have examined the books and records of the Town Clerk, Town
Treasurer, Tax Collector, Selectmen and Trustees of Trust Funds. I find
that the books and records of the Town reflect its true financial condition
as of December 31, 1989 to the best of my knowledge and belief.
I would urge the Selectmen to find a formal way of recording their
receipts such as a receipt book.
At this time, 1 would like to thank all town officials involved during the





REPORT OF THE TOWN HISTORIAN
In 1989 I received a handful of written queries from people researching
their family history. These people were searching for information about the
Nims, Phillips, Heath, and Wheeler families who lived in Roxbury long ago.
In some cases I had helpful information right at hand; in other cases the
name(s) just did not turn up in my files.
Any queries about past residents of Roxbury are always welcome. I have
copies of census records from 1790 to 1910, vital records from 1815 to
about 1930, and various 19th century town records. I gladly provide
information, but I also ask it of those who write. Correspondents have
given me facts that fill gaps in my records. For example, I have learned
where some former town residents went during the period of out-
migration in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
Address your historical inquiries to me at P.O. Box 75, Harrisville, NH




ANNUAL TOWN MEETING OF ROXBURY, NH
March 14, 1989
The meeting was called to order by Moderator David Brown at 7 p.m.
Selectmen Richard Whipple, Thomas Benson and Michael Neylan were
present. Of 142 registered voters, 40 cast votes.
Article 1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing.
Selectman for Three Years: 40 votes cast. Richard Whipple received 40
votes. Richard Whipple elected.
Town Treasurer: 40 votes cast. Sandra LaPlante received 40 votes. Sandra
LaPlante elected.
Tax Collector: 40 votes cast. Marika Stuhlsatz received 40 votes. Marika
Stuhlsatz elected.
Town Clerk: 39 votes cast. Marika Stuhlsatz received 39 votes. Marika
Stuhlsatz elected.
Auditor: 40 votes cast. David Gregory received 40 votes. David Gregory
elected.
Trustee of Trust Funds: 40 votes cast. Peter Heed received 40 votes. Peter
Heed elected.
Sexton: 17 votes for Richard Whipple and 8 votes for Steve Yardley. Also
scatter. Richard Whipple, the winner, declined but said runner up, Steve
Yardley would serve.
Article 2. To raise such sums ofmoney as may be necessary to defray town
charges for the ensuing year and make appropriations of the same.
Appropriation: $13,000. Motion carried.
Article 3. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$3,400.00 for salaries and expenses of the Police Department. Motion
carried.
Article 4. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$150.00 for Town Welfare and Old Age Assistance. Motion carried. In
answer to a resident's question RichardWhipple explained that an amount
must be appropriated every year because if not used it is not left to
accumulate but reverts to the general fund to offset taxes.
Article 5. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$300.00 for the expenses and maintenance ofthe Fire Department. Motion
carried.
Article 6. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$400.00 for the upkeep of the cemeteries. Motion carried. Selectmen said
that volunteer residents did an extensive brush clearing and the added
sum this year was needed to maintain the cemeteries.
Article 7. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to borrow
money in anticipation of taxes, and will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $1,000.00 for interest expense. Motion carried.
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Article 8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$100.00 for a contingency fund. Motion carried.
Article 9. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$7,000.00 for summer and winter road maintenance. Motion carried.
Article 10. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$183.35 to support the Mental Health Service Program of Monadnock
Family and Mental Health Senace. Motion carried.
Article 1 1. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$21,602.49 for highway construction and reconstruction. Selectmen's
Comment: These funds for expenditure are designated to the Town
through the Highway Block Grant Fund. The appropriation does not ciffect
your tax rate, but to be properly expended, a vote is required. Motion
carried. Selectman Whipple said our summer Road Agent, Steve Yardley,
would be oiling aU paved roads which he was unable to do in '88. Also
ditching and grading is planned.
Article 12. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$235.00 as the Town's planning expenses and it's share ofexpenses for the
operation of the Southwestern New Hampshire Regional Planning
Commission. These funds to be used for financing the staff, operation
expenses, planning, studies, technical assistance, and other programs of
the Commission. These funds may be used in connection with other State
and Federal Funds available, for planning purposes. Motion carried. In
answer to a resident's question about what the Commission does.
Selectmen cited as examples their help in subdivision matters and in
writing the Town's Master Plan.
Article 13. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$1,340.00 to be paid for dump privileges in the Town of Marlborough and
to pay Roxbury's share of solid waste management district expense.
Motion carried.
Article 14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$100.00 for emergency cissistance to the Town Poor. Motion carried.
Article 15. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$946.65 as it's fair share of stand-by costs for the use of the City ofKeene's
ambulance service. Motion carried.
Article 16. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of
$3,000.00 to be put in the Capital Reserve Fund for the future revalution of
the Town. Motion carried. Selectman Whipple said it would cost about
$8,600.00 to reevaluate the 200 parcels in town. The Town established the
Fund last year as the State requires reevaluation when it falls below 50%.
This year our evaluation is down to 45%. So everybody's property will be
reevaluated in 1990. It is important to do so that everybody's property will
be in line cind thereby fairly taxed.
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Article 17. Indemnification of Officers and Board Members. Should the
Town of Roxbuiy indemnify each official and Board Member whether or
not then in office (and his or her executor, administrator £ind heirs)
against all reasonable expenses actually and necessarily incurred
including, but not limited to, judgements, costs and counsel fees in
connection with the defense of any litigation to which he or she may have
been a party because he or she is or was an officer or Board Member of the
Town of Roxbury. Motion carried. Selectman Neyland had to explain this
article as the lawyer'swordingwas not clear. With the passage ofthis article
the Town is making a promise that individuals will not be personally liable
when acting on behalf of the Town. If we are to continue to have unpaid
volunteers serving on Boards then we must back them. The Town does not
have insurance for this but will look into buying it. Another point is that
the Town would automatically also be sued along with any individual(s).
Article 18. To see if the Town will vote to instruct the Town's
representatives to the General Court to respond to our solid waste crisis by
taking all necessary measures to insure that New Hampshire adopt
legislation that will permit consumers to return for refund of deposit
within N.H. all soda, beer, wine cooler and liquor containers and that all
unclaimed deposit monies shall be collected by the State and no less than
80% shall be returned annually to local municipalities for the sole purpose
of implementing, expanding and reimbursing community recycling
projects. Motion carried.
Article 19. To transact ciny other business which maycome before the said
meeting. Motion carried.
1. Selectman Neylan and various other residents agreed that the Pot Luck
Supper before the meeting was a great success and all agreed to hold it
again next yccir. Volunteers signed up to be on a committee for next year
and will be contacting and urging everyone on the checklist to attend as it
is really the only opportunity in our small town, without even a Post Office,
to meet your neighbors. Also the food was delicious!
2. A resident requested the closing of Houghton road and possibly other
roads to prevent further deterioration of these old roads and other kinds of
destruction such as garbage dumping. However, the Selectmen explained
that it was impossible as the Town would be liable if the way for a rescue
vehicle is barred. Also the Police Dept. said it is impossible to enforce
trespassing.
3. Selectmen on behalf of the Town thanked DickDonohue for supervising
the volunteers whose work brought our cemeteries up to suuff.
They also thanked retiring Theresa Demond for her finejob as Treasurer.
4. Selectmen reported that the newspaper. The Keene Sentinel, was
unfortunately wrong in reporting that the Town had an additional 16% in
revenue for '88.
5. The Police Dept. reported that the Radar equipment was in bad shape.A
probable expenditure for the near future.
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6. Selectmen said they would be posting a Legal Load Limit for Back Roads.
7. Also discussed for repairs was the Branch Rd. which the State is
responsible for.
8. It was agreed to use Town money to repair the Town's broken tables aswe
will be needing them for next year's Pot Luck Supper.













Drogue, Louis S' Gowell,
McKeon, John S. ©» Pearl G.
Non-Resident
Ahlemeyer, Vincent J. fif»
Margeret
Lot #1/1 CU












































































































































































James, Francis G. &'
Russell, Gale M. &'



